CITY OF LEON VALLEY
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
Leon Valley City Council Chambers
6400 El Verde Road, Leon Valley, TX 78238
Tuesday, January 7, 2020
MINUTES
6:00 PM Call to Order; Determine a Quorum is Present, Pledge of Allegiance.
Attendee Name
Chris Riley
Monica Alcocer
Donna Charles
Catherine Rodriguez
Matthew Hodde
Will Bradshaw

Organization
City of Leon Valley
City of Leon Valley
City of Leon Valley
City of Leon Valley
City of Leon Valley
City of Leon Valley

Title
Mayor
Mayor Pro-Tem, Council Place 3
Council Place 1
Council Place 2
Council Place 4
Council Place 5

Status
Present
Excused
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

Also present was City Manager Kelly Kuenstler, ACM/HR Director Crystal Caldera, City
Secretary Saundra Passailaigue, City Attorney Habib H. Erkan Jr., LVFD Fire Chief Michael
Naughton, Business Relations Specialist William Cox, Planning & Zoning Director Brandon
Melland, LVPD Chief Joseph Salvaggio, LVPD Assistant Chief Ruben Saucedo, Finance
Director Vickie Wallace, Library Director Rosie Amaya, Assistant Library Director Theresa
Brader and various LVPD staff.
Mayor Chris Riley welcomed everyone and asked Councilor Matthew Hodde to lead the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Riley asked for all cell phones to be silenced. Mayor Riley let all guests know that
the City Council appreciates them being here this evening but asked them to please step
into the lobby if they wanted to have a conversation with their neighbor so it doesn’t distract
those around them or interfere with the meeting or recording. Lastly, Mayor Riley asked
that all comments from the floor be held until after the City Council has heard the item,
discussed the item and those wanting to make comments have been called upon and have
stepped up to the podium.
PRESENTATIONS
Economic Prosperity in Leon Valley. Presented by Business Relations Director,
William Cox (Business Relations Director, William Cox)
Business Relations Specialist William Cox presented this item and provided information to
the Leon Valley City Council concerning current businesses and economic prosperity in the
City. Council feedback is important so that the Business Relations Department remains
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efficient, productive, and meets the needs of the citizens and business community.
Business Relations Specialist Cox used Knapheide Manufacturing as an example of a
business in Leon Valley and how the City contributes the best way possible to their
business needs.
•

Ann Sawyer: Expressed her excitement about the workforce program.

Councilor Donna Charles thanked Mr. Cox for the time he spent putting together this report.
Councilor Catherine Rodriguez asked if there will be room for expansion as he mentioned
that the maximum will be 20 employees. Business Relations Specialist Cox said there is
room for expansion behind where they are. However, he is not sure if they plan to expand
anytime soon.
Councilor Will Bradshaw asked what exactly they plan to build. Business Relations
Specialist Cox clarified that the toolbox (commercial bed) for commercial trucks will be
manufactured someplace else. Mr. Cox explained that this toolbox is used by electricians or
plumbers and that the box will be brought in from the manufacture place to Leon Valley for
sales and installation.
Councilor Hodde said, “Fantastic, I like what I hear, your ideas and the staff’s ideas are
very pro-business which I like. Thank you for the presentation.”
Mayor Riley asked when did Knapheide moved in. Business Relations Specialist Cox said
that they moved in sometime in November of 2019.
RESULT:

PRESENTED

Leon Valley First Net Presentation (LVPD Assistant Chief Ruben Saucedo)
LVPD Chief Joseph Salvaggio and LVPD Assistant Chief Ruben Saucedo presented an
update on FirstNet, a communications platform that keeps us connected. Assistant Chief
Saucedo said he first learned about this software when he was at the FBI Academy in
Quantico, Virginia and shared how FirstNet is a Congressional mandate following the
attacks of 911. During the 911 tragedy, there were crashes on all the telecommunication
systems that weren’t able to handle everything that was happening that day. Since then,
Congress asked for a system that would keep first responders connected.
Assistant Chief Saucedo gave a brief background on how and when FirstNet was first
presented to City Council and then implemented for usage. Assistant Chief Saucedo
showed a short video clip which demonstrates how all Leon Valley Departments make use
of the software, but most important, how it benefits the City. Assistant Chief Saucedo also
informed Council that Leon Valley is the first small City in this region to use it. FirstNet
thinks it’s great that Leon Valley took the lead to make use of this powerful tool. FirstNet
uses Leon Valley as an example on how the communication platform works for other cities
of our size.
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Kathy Hill: Asked if FirstNet has anything to do with the traffic lights when
responding to an emergency.
o Assistant Chief Saucedo said it’s completely separate. The traffic lights are
controlled by the state. FirstNet is just to keep all first responders connected.

Councilor Matthew Hodde said that “this is very cool” and asked if the video was available
on YouTube. Assistant Chief Saucedo said, “Yes, the video has been released nationally
and it is on YouTube.”
Councilor Donna Charles congratulated Assistant Chief Saucedo.
RESULT:

PRESENTED

Presentation of the Certification of Sufficiency of Recall Petitions (Saundra
Passailaigue, City Secretary)
City Secretary Saundra Passailaigue presented the Certification of Sufficiency of Recall
Petitions.
•

•

•

•

Richard Blackmore: Asked if there is a way of verifying the names on the petitions.
“None of my neighbors got contacted about the petition”, he said.
o City Secretary Passailaigue asked for clarification and asked if he wanted to
know if some of those signatures were forged. Mr. Blackmore responded “yes”.
City Secretary Passailaigue then said that she will defer the question to the City
Attorney.
o City Attorney Habib H. Erkan Jr. said, “The presumption is that the signatures are
valid if they meet the prerequisites of the statute of the Charter which they did.”
William Johnson: Asked for clarification: “there were over 800 signatures submitted
for each recall petition and you stopped counting when you reached the 500 limit. In
essence, there were another 240 for each of the petitions that were not even looked
at, is what I figured based on your statement, is that true?”
o City Secretary Passailaigue said, “Yes Sir, for Councilor Alcocer, there were 258
unchecked. Now, that does not mean those were valid signatures. As I said
earlier, just on hers alone, there were four (4) duplicates and several of those
were not even in the district, several of them are also not registered so we don’t
really discuss the ones that weren’t checked because it’s not to say they were
valid or not. We are only required 500 signatures per the charter so that’s what
we discuss. On Councilor Charles, there was an extra 250 that was unchecked.”
Richard Blackmore: Spoke in regards to the petition that was represented to some
people. “A recall was going on for the Mayor and Mr. Bradshaw. Misrepresenting the
petition”, he said. “Is there no way of verifying other than what you got?” he asked.
o City Secretary Passailaigue said, “Mr. Blackmore, what I’ve got is what I’ve got.”
Leslie Bacon: Asked Mr. Blackmore “who has been saying that there is falsification
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of this going on?”
o Mayor Riley said that is not appropriate and that the question must be asked to
Ms. Passailaigue or perhaps ask Mr. Blackmore in private.
Josh Stevens: Thanked staff on behalf of the hundreds of citizens that signed. “We
know that there’s a lot of work that has to go into verifying those as we try to verify
them ourselves and to Mr. Blackmore’s comment, all the petitions are notarized and
so it would be perjury if there’s falsification on the documents, so I would encourage
you to tell those people to reach out to the Police Department or the District
Attorney’s office or whoever to report those […].”
Phillip Riddle: Asked if someone in the future could outline what the procedures are.
Mayor Riley said “the timeline is what I think you’re asking for”, Mr. Riddle nodded
yes.

Councilor Matthew Hodde asked what happens next. City Secretary Passailaigue read
Section 6.04 of the Charter aloud.
Mayor Riley asked City Attorney if there’s a certain date for calling the election. City
Attorney Erkan said he’s not sure on an exact date but that “the Council can call the
election at the next meeting.” Mr. Erkan pointed two things: “because of new statutory
changes, you will have to have some type of citizens to be heard provision even though
your charter prohibits it. The statute just changed and you have to comply with the statute.”
City Attorney Erkan read section 6.06 aloud so that everyone understands. “That would be
your next step, to order your election”, he concluded.
Councilor Will Bradshaw asked to be sure the election gets put on the next agenda. City
Secretary Passailaigue said the election was already planned to be on the next agenda and
that City Council now will need to wait the five (5) days.
RESULT:

PRESENTED

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT
City Manager Kelly Kuenstler reminded everyone that the City Manager’s Report is posted
on the website as well as placed on the table in the foyer for all interested. City Manager
Kuenstler then supplemented that report with new information with: a) The infamous dog
“Houndini” has been captured and relocated-this was the dog that was wondering around
on Settlers Ridge. b) On behalf of the Police Department, we want to again sincerely thank
citizens, employees and Council Members who contributed to Blue Santa-over 600 children
benefited, including 150 at Methodist Children’s Hospital. Councilor Alcocer went to that
one-that was a big one. Sgt. Kasey Burleson worked tirelessly and put in the most hours
but over a thousand hours were donated by staff to ensure this program was such a huge
success. We also had City Council participation at all events, but the Police Department
asked that I specifically acknowledge Dr. Catherine Rodriguez who attended all but 1
event-she did not simply make an appearance but she worked hard at every event. c) Can I
get a consensus on how you would like the room set up for Saturday’s presentation on the
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changes proposed in the Home Rule Charter.
ACM/HR Director Crystal Caldera said that if they wish to live stream it then it cannot be
set-up to be in the floor, Council would have to sit at the dais. There was a consensus to
leave the Council Chamber as it is as the meeting will be live streamed.
d) A special E-news went out this afternoon reminding citizens about this Saturday’s HRC
Workshop, it’s placement on the January 21st agenda and Town Hall Meeting. e) It’s Time
Texas- the community challenge we do annually-started yesterday. There are some flyers
out on the table and information regarding this will be in the coming Friday’s e-news. f) The
LVFD will be participating in the Cystic Fibrosis Tower Climb on the 25th of January (during
our Town Hall Meeting as usual). We will be rooting on in spirit as we gather input from our
citizens. g) Thank you to our Library Staff, EMS Staff for assisting an elderly lady with
Alzheimer or Dementia yesterday find her family- her family was grateful for our rapid
response and safe delivery of her mother.
Upcoming Important Events:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Next Regular City Council Meeting Tuesday, January 21, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. in
Council Chambers.
Special City Council Workshop Saturday, January 11, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. in Council
Chambers.
Special City Council Workshop Tuesday, January 21, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers.
City Offices will be closed on Monday, January 20, 2020, in observance of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.
Annual Town Hall Meeting, Saturday, January 25, 2020, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at the Leon Valley Conference Center.
Earthwise Living Day, Saturday, March 7, 2020, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the
Leon Valley Community Center.
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, Thursday, April 2, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., at the Leon
Valley Conference Center.
Miscellaneous other events and announcements.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
•
•
•

Pat Martinez: Thanked Public Works for the Christmas lights decoration outside the
Leon Valley Public Library and Community and Conference Center grounds.
Lyn Joseph: “Happy New Year to everybody”, she said and asked a question
regarding the Lions Roar Newsletter and the amount of words allowed per
publication.
Olen Yarnell: Asked if someone can place the recall election’s timeline on the
website.
o City Secretary Saundra Passailaigue said that she will be posting all the election
information on the election page but that the recall details are listed on the
Charter.
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o Mr. Yarnell asked to please post this information on the website so that people
won’t have to dig through ordinances.
Benny Martinez: Spoke regarding the Leon Valley Nextdoor account and about the
posting that City Manager Kelly Kuenstler has been doing. “When did City Council
as a body approve the Canopy Tree Program? When did the City Council approve
the Adopt-A-Spot Program? and when did the City Council approve the City to
conduct an assessment of all of our streets?”
Sawyer: Informed Council that she is working with the Pool Committee to get a swim
team and asked Council for their assistance to get one as soon as possible.
Irene Baldridge: Said that if volunteers are needed for the Pool Committee, she
would be more than happy to help with it.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
•
•
•

•

•

Councilor Donna Charles read a poem aloud.
Councilor Catherine Rodriguez thanked everyone who participated in Blue Santa.
“Please keep all military in mind”, she said.
Councilor Matthew Hodde wished everyone a Happy New Year and a Happy Januallergy and also agreed that Blue Santa was a great event for a very good cause
which was led by our Police Department. “Don’t forget, no Styrofoam and no plastic
bags in our recycle bins”, he said.
Councilor Will Bradshaw thanked everyone for coming tonight and wished everyone
a Happy New Year. He also agreed and thanked the Public Works Department for
the wonderful Christmas lighting decoration. He shared his experience visiting family
in Arizona and said that there was an outdoor ice-skating rink and said that we
should look into it for next year.
Mayor Riley said that Blue Santa was a great event as it helped 600+ children;
congratulations to the Fire Department; “hope to see you all at the Town Hall
Meeting”, she said.

CONSENT AGENDA
A motion was made by Councilor Donna Charles and seconded by Councilor Catherine
Rodriguez to adopt Consent Agenda Item 6.1 and 6.2 as presented.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Donna Charles, Council Place 1
Catherine Rodriguez, Council Place 2
Donna Charles, Catherine Rodriguez, Matthew Hodde, Will Bradshaw

Discussion and Possible Action on a Resolution of the City Council of the City of
Leon Valley, TX., Authorizing the Execution of a Memorandum of Understanding
Between the City of Leon Valley and the Leon Valley Historical Society (M&C # 202001-07-01 K. Kuenstler)
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Discussion and Possible Action on Resolution of the City Council of the City of Leon
Valley, TX., Authorizing the Agreement Between the City of Leon Valley and the U.S.
Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Commerce for the Use of the 2020 Census Logo.
(M&C # 2020-01-07-02 R. Amaya)
ORDINANCE
Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing Budget
Adjustments for the General Fund and Community Center Fund in the Amount of
$23,646 From the General Fund Economic and Community Development Fund
Reserve for the Purchase of New Software for Online Applications and Reservations
for City Amenities (1st Read was Held on 12-17-19) (M&C # 2020-01-07-03 Y. Acuna)
Utility Billing Clerk Yvonne Acuña presented the proposed ordinance for a second read to
authorize budget adjustments for the General Fund and Community Center Fund in the
amount of $23,646 from the General Fund Economic and Community Development Fund
reserve for the purchase of new software for online applications and reservations for City
amenities.
Utility Billing Clerk Acuña said there were no changes since the 1st read.
•

William Johnson: Asked if annual fees were going to be charged to the City in order
to maintain/run the software.
o Utility Billing Clerk Acuña said that there are no fees to the City. The fees come
straight from the transaction fees that are paid by the user, to cover any updates
and/or technology fees.

A motion was made by Councilor Catherine Rodriguez and seconded by Councilor
Matthew Hodde to approve Item 7.1 as presented.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Catherine Rodriguez, Council Place 2
Matthew Hodde, Council Place 4
Donna Charles, Catherine Rodriguez, Matthew Hodde, Will Bradshaw

Discussion and Possible Action on a Request by Tamala McClennan, granting a
Specific Use Permit for Entertainment Indoor Use, at 6400 Bandera Road; Generally
Located at the Northwest Corner of Grass Hill Drive and Bandera Road. (1st Reading
was Held on 12-17-2019) (M&C # 2020-01-07-04 B. Melland)
Planning & Zoning Director Brandon Melland presented this proposed ordinance for a
second reading for a Specific Use Permit for Entertainment Indoor Use, at 6400 Bandera
Road; generally located at the Northwest corner of Grass Hill Drive and Bandera Road.
Planning & Zoning Director Melland said there were no changes since the 1st read.
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A motion was made by Councilor Matthew Hodde and seconded by Councilor Catherine
Rodriguez to approve Item 7.2 as written.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Matthew Hodde, Council Place 4
Catherine Rodriguez, Council Place 2
Donna Charles, Catherine Rodriguez, Matthew Hodde, Will Bradshaw

Discussion and Possible Action on an Ordinance on a Request by Henry S.
Daughtry, granting a Specific Use Permit for Outside Storage, at 6360 Grissom Road;
Generally Located on the East Side of Grissom Road Approximately 1/4-mile South
of Bandera Road (1st Reading was Held on 12-17-2019) (M&C # 2020-01-07-05 B.
Melland)
Planning & Zoning Director Brandon Melland presented this proposed ordinance for a
second reading for a Specific Use Permit for Outside Storage, at 6360 Grissom Road;
generally located on the East Side of Grissom Road approximately 1/4-mile South of
Bandera Road.
Planning & Zoning Director Melland said there were no changes since the 1st read.
A motion was made by Councilor Donna Charles and seconded by Councilor Will
Bradshaw to approve as presented.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Donna Charles, Council Place 1
Will Bradshaw, Council Place 5
Donna Charles, Catherine Rodriguez, Matthew Hodde, Will Bradshaw

REGULAR AGENDA
Discussion on the Itemization and Summary of Attorney Fees Paid to Date for the
Following: Martinez 3.12 Hearing (Ryan Henry); Martinez v. City of Leon Valley (Ryan
Henry); and Ethics Complaint Against Mayor Riley (Alan Bojorquez) as Requested by
Mayor Chris Riley (M&C # 2020-01-07-06 V. Wallace)
Finance Director Vickie Wallace presented this item to discuss on the itemization and
summary of attorney fees paid to date for the following: Martinez 3.12 Hearing (Ryan
Henry); Martinez v. City of Leon Valley (Ryan Henry); and ethics complaint against Mayor
Riley (Alan Bojorquez) as requested by Mayor Chris Riley.
Mayor Riley said that she wants to make sure that the citizens know that she tried to avoid
more attorney fees and also that she submitted a letter to the Ethics Review Board on
December 20, 2019 but has not heard back from the Board just yet. Mayor Riley asked
staff to please provide her with a copy of tonight’s Power Point Presentation.
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Leslie Bacon: Asked Councilor Donna Charles what was the complaint about.
o Mayor Riley said that Council is not allowed to discuss her question as the
agenda item is to discuss about attorney fees only.
o Leslie Bacon asked where she could find out more information on the complaint.
o City Secretary Saundra Passailaigue said that ethics complaints are confidential.

There was continued discussion.
•

•

Benny Martinez: Spoke regarding the bills that do not match to what was previously
presented to everyone.
o Finance Director Wallace said that she did explain that the numbers had
changed from what everyone had seen on July 9th because none of the October
bills had gone out to Council and her office was still processing them.
Olen Yarnell: Asked if the City could please upload this information to the website
and/or to the minutes of this meeting so that the information is available for everyone
to see.
o City Manager Kelly Kuenstler said that staff was already instructed to add this
Power Point Presentation to the meeting packet, and staff will do so.

Councilor Matthew Hodde asked if the 3.12 Hearing attorney fees were going to be
complete after processing what was presented. Finance Director Wallace said that she
does not know that information as she doesn’t have the Hearing’s details and is only
responsible for processing what comes to her office. City Manager Kuenstler explained that
the 3.12 side of the pie chart is complete and that the Benny Martinez’ lawsuit against the
City of Leon Valley is still ongoing so the City is still continuing to get bills on that one.
Councilor Matthew Hodde asked if someone can please explain the “$5,360, 5%, Mayor
Riley” section from the pie chart. City Manager Kuenstler explained that Mayor Riley had a
lot of questions for the attorney regarding the authority of the City Manager. City Manager
Kuenstler also explained that Mayor Riley asked the attorney to conduct an investigation,
while civil rights complaints were given to the Mayor. Therefore, per the Mayor’s request,
the attorney did research and a 7-page memo to the Council which explained the authority;
both legally and through the purchasing policy. Mayor Riley clarified that there were other
Council members like Councilor Monica Alcocer who were very involved and asked
questions as well. City Manager Kuenstler explained that the pie chart is divided into two
colors: green and blue. She explained that green represents bills for questions that were
made to the attorney by any council member, including the Mayor. The blue represents bills
for questions the Mayor had for the attorney in regards to the City Manager’s authority.
Councilor Will Bradshaw asked if all bills from the pie chart were paid out of different
budgets. City Manager Kuenstler replied and said, “Yes, the $56,000 was not for the 3.12
Hearing, it was for both, for the investigation and for the 3.12 Hearing.” Finance Director
Wallace went back to the slide where is showed where the money came from. City
Manager Kuenstler explained that most of bills were paid from the Manager and Council
budget.
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PRESENTED

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Lion's Roar Policy and Content (M&C
# 2020-01-07-07 Mayor Chris Riley)
Mayor Riley asked ACM/HR Director Crystal Caldera to please upload the Lion's Roar
Policy so that everyone can see and discuss.
Mayor Riley asked regarding the last Lion’s Roar, specifically on page 8, an article from
Councilor Donna Charles and page 9, an editorial from the Express News; “how did that
come about, it doesn’t show who requested that article to be put in this newspaper”, Mayor
Riley asked. City Manager Kelly Kuenstler said “Actually, I don’t think that’s about policy
and content but I’ll answer it, I’ll defer the City Attorney on that.”
Mayor Riley replied and said, “I want to know what policy did you use according to this
guideline to put this in the Lion’s Roar, I guess that’s the question I have.” City Manager
responded and said, “the policy I used is right in front of you […] editorial contributions are
allowed. I did get the permission of Scott Huddleston who explained to me that he’s actually
on a board that does the editorials. The person doing the Lion’s Roar is new and it was
sent to her from Councilor Alcocer but it didn’t get attributed to Councilor Alcocer. So, in the
upcoming Lion’s Roar you will see a box showing whatever page and article it was […] so
that’s what we used, number five (5).” City Manager Kuenstler also explained that she used
number 11, “Final discretion is with the City Manager” to submit Councilor Charles’ article.
She also explained that she always fact checks everything and that she never removes
words because of the word limit.
There was continued discussion.
•
•
•

•
•
•

Phillip Riddle: Spoke regarding the business ads.
Olen Yarnell: Spoke and said that showcasing businesses goes against the policy.
Josh Stevens: Spoke regarding an open record request he made regarding the
email Ms. Kuenstler received from Mr. Scott Huddleston granting her permission for
an editorial contribution and said that he has not received the request so submitted a
complaint to the Attorney General’s office.
Robin Johnson: Spoke regarding the word count that is being considered for
publications.
Richard Blackmore: Spoke in support to City Manager Kuenstler’ s work with the
Lion’s Roar Newsletter and asked not to get discouraged but does recommend to
get it out on time.
Eric Matta: Spoke regarding the ethics complaint against the Mayor and asked if the
City Manager would extend the same courtesy to the Mayor as she did with a
Council member so that the Mayor can rebuttal to the ethics complaints against her.

Councilor Catherine Rodriguez asked how to fix the policy issue regarding the
advertisement of businesses. City Manager Kuenstler replied and said that she
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recommends for Council to strike the second sentence and number four (4) to clean up the
policy.
Councilor Will Bradshaw asked if we have a new publisher as a business advertisement
was allowed this time while the policy strictly prohibits promotion of businesses. City
Manager Kuenstler said, “Yes, the publisher changed and so did the person putting it
together.”
Councilor Matthew Hodde agreed and said “we do need to clean this up by striking the
second sentence or whatever we decide to do, but I guess there’s is a fine line of what
‘promotion’ is. I don’t consider Knappheide’s business as a promotion or recommendation.”
There was continued discussion.
Councilor Will Bradshaw motioned to add an item to the next City Council agenda to review
the entire Lion’s Roar Policy and Procedures.
Mayor Riley announced that the motion died for a lack of a second.
Councilor Matthew Hodde asked why the item can’t just be added to the agenda instead of
voting on it. He said that he does agree with Councilor Bradshaw and believes the entire
policy must be reviewed. Mayor Riley said that she can and will add it to the next agenda.
Mayor Riley also asked Councilor Hodde if he had anything else specifically that he would
like to discuss on the Lion’s Roar for the next agenda. Councilor Hodde recommends for
the policy to allow citizens to submit a positive article on why they like living in Leon Valley.
City Manager advised Council that if they wish to allow citizens to contribute to the
newsletter, then they must budget for it. City Manager Kuenstler explained that the City is
being charged for extra pages and that citizens’ articles would add extra pages to the
newspaper.
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
•

•
•
•
•

Eric Matta: Continued the discussion regarding the Lion’s Roar Policy and asked the
City Attorney if he could give his opinion as City Manager Kuenstler previously said
that she was advised by two City Attorneys on it.
o City Attorney Habib H. Erkan Jr. said that he doesn’t believe that it is appropriate
for him to comment on the Citizens to be Heard Item.
Benny Martinez: Spoke in regards to Councilor Catherine Rodriguez’ comment
about him advocating for businesses while his time as a Councilor.
Robin Johnson: Spoke and said in relation to the Lion’s Roar that, “a single person
should not have the final say.”
Richard Blackmore: Spoke in regards to Mr. Martinez’ comment about him being
business friendly and about Mayor Riley needing to retire or resign.
Leslie Bacon: Spoke and said that she does not understand why other people are
being censored when they speak, while others are allowed to disrespect council
members and the Mayor. She also said that the City Manager should get up and
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make sure that everyone is treated equal.
o Councilor Donna Charles clarified that the Mayor is the presiding officer for this
meeting and that the Mayor is the one who calls for order.
Josh Stevens: Spoke regarding what was previously discussed about the Mayor
having to call for order and said that it puts her on a very difficult position. Mr.
Stevens also reminded all the elected officials that the public and citizens are your
constituents and hopes that all elected officials remember that.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Riley announced that the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
These minutes approved by the Leon Valley City Council on the 18th of August,
2020.
APPROVED

_______________________
CHRIS RILEY
MAYOR
ATTEST:

SAUNDRA PASSAILAIGUE, TRMC
CITY SECRETARY
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